Froos Idoutenant Commander Denys ¥, Knoll, '1.8,
District Intslligence Officer, Sixteenth Naval Dlo!-rl ot.
To 1 The Vice C-lef of Navel Operations (Director of ¥aval Intelligence),

Subjlect: Intelligence Report, Sixteenth Naval Distrioct, during periocd March 12
to May 3, 1942.

1, In accordance with orders of the Commandant, Sixteenth Naval District,
(Captain ¥, ¥, loeffel, 7,5, Navy), I relieved Lieut,. Comdr, ¥, E, Cheek,

T.04 Naval Reserve, ar District Intelligence Officer of the Gixteenth Naval
District on March 12, 1942. Liocut. Comdr, Chesk departed Fort Mills, F.I,,
with selected members of Adniral Rockwell's staff, on or about March 14, 1942,
in the 17,5,5, Pernit,

2. The Navy Department has roceived s great desl of infsrwtion concerning
the operatione in the Fhilippines prior to April 9, 1942, vhen Batasn surren=-
dered. Some infor-ation subsogquant to this da%e anl covering the poriod until
ay depurture from Corregidor on May 3, 1942, har ‘mdoubtedly not been furniasted,
Colonal Stuart Yeod, ".5. Amy, intelligence officer with Genoral Weinwright's
steff, bocane strended in Mindanso durin: his attemrted evacuation via a
Catalina plane and the other officers who had knowledge of some of the informa=-
tion which 4s furnished in the following yages are rresumed to be prisoners of
war, namely, Generenl J. M, Welnwright and Captain £, M. Hoeffel. Come infor=
mation concerning operations prior to April 9, 1942, will be fumiched as it
is folt it may amplify prior reyports,

3. Colonel Tood worked in Batean with combat intelligence prior to sssuming
hia duties on Goeneral “ainwright's staff subsequent to General Macirthur's
departure about March 11, 1942, #is information concerning the Japenese forces
used for the Philippine offensives 1s considered to be very sccurate and noot
interesting in view of the exaggerated accounte which rave apyeared in the
pross, IV is quite generelly agreed that the Jayrenese forces in the Milipjdnes
at any one time d4id not exceed 60,000 troops. Intelligence officers vhon I hawve
interviewod more or leass agree on the number and have further agreed these
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forces were landed in the Fhiliprénes and distributed as follows:
First landing = 1/2 a division at Aparri.
1/2 a division at Davao.
Second landing- 1/2 a divieion at Vigan,
1/2 a divieion at Lingayen,
Third landing = 1/4 a divieion at Legaspd.
1/4 a division at Atimonan,®
1/2 a divislon st Davao.

Fourth landinge= 1 Advieion at Lingeyen,

# Some reports stated this was a feint and as few as 1,000 troops were

landed, and the remainder weont to Devao.

The reference to the Alvision above 1s based on the generally acoeptad
15,000 troops to a Jepanesa division, although it is known come are os low as
12,000, The last landing at Lingayen was composed of well trained and seasoned
troops with the newest equirment, This division had the bast fighting men of
all the Japaneee which were landed in the Philippineas. "hen m lull developed
at the end of January this division »ith its new equipment was teker out
through Suble Bay und Lingayen and transferred to Burma, where they were aguln
definitely idantified through combat intelligence., During February a new divi-
slon landed in Lingayen with older equipment which had undoubtedly been used
in other campeigne in China. The troops were a good deal older end the ma=-
Jority of casualties which were examined by tha Army had many old scars com=

pletely healed, the result of former injuries, The tanks and trucks this divi-

sion possessed were a much older type with definite eigne of previous hard
usage. This information is from Armmy observers who saw them at olose range
and is more or less substantlated by reports from cbserveras behind the Japanese
lines,

4+ For the firet few months on Corregidor Naval yersonnel were in pgeneral
ridiculed and questioned as to whet the Navy was doing to help the Fhilippine
gltuation, Then General Walnwright took command he imrediately impressed us
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all with the seriousness of the food situation on Bataan, The use of submarines
tad been discussed by many Navel officers from Januery on, as the last resort,
Thelr poseible use was finally mentioned to General Wainwright. Conferences on
this natter were held and requesta to Mllli.l‘ll King, General Marshall and Ceneral
MacArthur were originated in the hope that part of the vest supply of food in
Cebu could be transported to Bataan in sufficlent time to be of use, Admiral
fing's prompt answer to this despatch was one of the most encouraging despatches
received on Corregldor, Subsequent to receipt of this despatch I heerd no fur-
ther comment from the Army as to what the Navy waes dolng for the Fhiliprines,
General Wainwright commented that it was evident the Navy wae ready to do every=
thing they could to help him solve his problems. The food situation on Batsan
devaloped because of the apparent refusal of some quartermaster personnel to
insure delivery of food 4o the fighting forces. Repeatedly the Army, Navy, and
Marine Corpe on Corregldor offered to send food eand cigarettes to Dataan for the
fighting forces but 1t was in twn refused by the quartermaster corpe on Bataan,
who claimed the lack of food on the front was primarily a diatribution problem,
The unlite behind the lines on Bataan in general had sufficient food while the
Lghting forcea for the last two monthe received little else than rice, Investi-
ntions revealed that Philippine Army privates and corporals drove the quarter-
aster trucks which contained the food intended for the front lines, Sugrestions
/are made for reliable petty officers or even offlcers to accompany these trucks
50 insure the delivery of food to the fighting troops, Thies wes refused and the

Philippine drivers continued to deliver the food, supplying their eivilian friends
along the road until frequently only rice reacted the front i:na-.

5. At the end of January a lull developad in the fighting on Batasn, which
continued until the end of March, The Japanese withdrew the greater percentage

of thelr troops from the Batasn front and settled in the vicinity of San Fernando
while certain unite gave special attention to other parts of the islandg, Dwring

thie period the facilities at Batangas and Nasugtu were developed in order to
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embark troope for use in the southern islands, The Japansse during this tinme
nmede a special effort to seize all suger centrals in the Philippines in order
to sequire sources of aleohol for the operaticn of their militury equdpment.
Attempts were made to put variocus mining sctivities on Luson and Masbate in
oparation, A few hundred troops were sent to Mindoro to seiss the suger cen-
tral at Sen Jose and this same unit placed one or two 155 mm puns to cover
Verde FPaes, near Cglepen, Othsr unite went to Culion and Puerte Princosa on
Falaman, where they lneated and selmed caches of aviation oll and gasoline
which had been placed in these areas for use of U,5, Naval aviation, Some
Filipinos in the above areas resdlly aseieted the Japanese in locating the
fuel, Wany of the gmall harbor boate and barges which were left glightly dam=
aged when !anila was evacuated wern placed in operating condition for use in
the Manila Bay area, "ith the aild of thase vesnels and barges the Japanese
tranaported salvageable metsl and other material from tha Covite Navy Yard and
the Manila port area to Orani, from where it wes treansported by truck to Olongapo

for eventual tranaportaticn to the Japanese Impiro,

6, Contimual reporte were recelved from Manila in regard to the treatmont
of priscners of war and internees prior to the fall of Bataan, The original
oromied condition of Sento Tomas wae partislly corrected when some of the fenale
internees were permitted to return homa, Thers was an unconfirmed report to the
offect that the majordity of male and married internees vere permitted to visit
thelr homes dwring daylight about once every ten days, The food in Manila was
reported to be ample but the prices had inereased three or four times above
normal, The Japanese had seised all rice which came into Menila from the north
but permitted the rice and vegetables from southern Lugom to be brought in withe
out restriction, There wes complete lack of American canned goods by the middle
of Fobruary. Madame Savory continued to operate the Restaurant de Paris and
catered to & vast number of Americens and PBritish femeles, Hor main compleint
contained in letters which reached Corregldor was that Japanese officers
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frequently came in for meals for which they never paid, The Manila Hotel continued
in operetion and served regular meals, Reports from Manila indicated that the nume
ber of Japanose troops in the city averaged about five hundred,

7. Concentrations of troops were retained south of Paremague (about 2 or 3
thousand), Another detachment of about one<half a division was quartered near
Rosario, at the junction leading to Lucena on the Memila-Batangas highway.
Varlous agents arrived at Corregldor from Yanila and vicinity; no one of them
was able to report a specifiec atrocity which had been observed by them or any
of thelr agsistants, It was generally believed that the lack of vest numbure
of troope in Maniles and the crderly occupation which had been arrenged was re=
sponeible for the ebove, Lieutenant Sum Wilson, !.5, Keval Reserve, owner of
the Wilson Building in Manila, site of the Japanese Coneulate, had reported that
the Japanese Consul General had been given every consideration omn the outbresk
of hostilities, Tho Japanese Consul General Nihro was given mmple time to close
his offlce; he completed this about 2:30 p.m, on December 8, 1941, over ten hours
after the outbreak of hostilitles, Upon leaving the office it wap locked with a
padlock by Lieutenant Wilson end one of the keys glven to the Ceonsul General.

It is reported that Nihro, Secretary Varges and a remresentative of the High
Commimsloner's office arranged for the orderly occupation of Uanila by the
Japanese, The military govermor ocoupled the High Commiseloner's manelon and
the Conmil General reoccupied his office at the Wilson Bullding, and it was re=
ported that Miss Seals was permitte” to return and manage the “ilson Building
in her former capacity.

8, The Japanese Army occupled the Army-Navy Club, the University Club, the
Elke Club and the Bayview Hotel. It was reported that Dr, ineedler was re-
leased late in January in order that he might supervise the manapgement of the
Bayview Hotel, The Temarsos Polo Club, the adjoining bulldings, stables, and
the courtyard of houses south of the Club were used as barracks by the Japanese
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